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clan which must be perpetuated and made illustrious*
The Fifth Commandment is obeyed even to the very
letter, and this no doubt accounts for the longevity of
the Chinese race* " Honour thy father and thy mother
that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee*"

Therefore, when a young man marries, he does not live
separately from his parents, but continues to live with
his family under the same parental roof* The old people
are taken care of by the new couple, but the father is still
the head of the family, although he is only a sleeping
partner, and it is the son who does all the supporting*
In this way the parents are properly looked after, and there
is no danger of their being neglected in their old age* If
a man has several sons, these also marry and bring home
their wives* The whole family becomes augmented and
then the parental roof bends over in benediction upon a
large, merry gathering* Hence the height of a man's
ambition is to live to a mellow old age and be surrounded
by a flock of children as well as grandchildren*

Accordingly, the memory of one's parents is revered
even after death* In the opinion of many foreigners in
China such veneration is a form of worship* This is,
however, not quite accurate* In the West people put
flowers or wreaths over the graves of their loved ones*
Similarly, the Chinese burn incense and offer offerings
before the graves of their parents or ancestors* Neither the
one nor the other is a form of worship, yet there is this
much in common between them, namely, the honouring of
the memory of their loved ones*

But in China the reverence for one's parents does not